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1. Introduction 

Folklore is the study of human creation that continues from generation to generation. It is the 

foundation of identity of the folk groups. It comprises of the oral traditions (folk tales, folk epics, 

folk ballads, oral poetry, proverbs and sayings), performing arts (music, dance, drama, games), 

beliefs and practices (customs, religions, rituals, festivals etc.) As well as the knowledge and 

production of material culture (vernacular architecture, furniture, household items, food ways, etc.) 

Most of these topics are also included in the intangible cultural heritage with traditional 

knowledge. The emerging discipline of cultural studies helps to explain how the groups create and 

transform individual experiences, social relations and power. 

 

2. Objectives of the syllabus 

This syllabus is designed for ma in folklore and cultural studies to provide knowledge and skills 

to enable the students to work for the preservation and promotion of folklore and intangible cultural 

heritage of Nepal. As a multi-cultural country, Nepal has given prime importance to protect and 

promote folklore and intangible cultural heritage of the country. The courses contained in this 

syllabus will enable the students to be able to work in the areas of heritage conservation, promotion 

of traditional arts and crafts, environmental protection, teaching, research and local development 

projects. The syllabus also contains courses on cultural studies to extend their field of 

interdisciplinary study of culture. The courses on archaeology, cultural anthropology and history 

are also introduced to enable the students to understand and work effectively in the related fields 

of human culture. 

 

3. Overview of the courses 

This syllabus for MA in Folklore and Cultural Studies will be for four semesters to be completed 

in two years. The courses contain 75 credits in total. Except the dissertation, all the courses are of 

three credits depending on the nature of study topics. One credit is equal to 16 teaching/contact 

hours. Some of the courses are elective. 

The first semester begins with the introductory course on folklore (FCS-511), and extends to 

anthropological approaches to folklore and culture (FCS-512) and folklore theories and 

methodologies (FCS-513). The students will also be studying simultaneously two core courses of 

folklore such as the oral traditions (FCS-514) and performing arts (FCS-515). 

Each student of folklore and cultural studies has to write notes, reviews, summaries, project 

reports, field reports, term papers and dissertation during the two year academic session. A course 

on academic writings (FCS-516) will be given in the beginning of the semester to facilitate the 

students in writing and presenting whatever they have learnt. 



The second semester also contains some core courses of folklore such as folk beliefs, rituals and 

customs (FCS-521) and Culture (FCS-522). 

As the form of human communication has been changing rapidly, folklorists need to know the 

changes from the system of orality to literacy and to the ways of multimedia. The importance as 

well as the beauty and complexities of human languages must be known by the students of folklore. 

A course on communication, language and media (FCS-523) is designed to enable the students to 

understand the nature and function of language and its role in human culture. 

The theories and methodologies are in the first semester in order to make the students aware of the 

theoretical foundation in folklore which is further strengthened with the courses offered in cultural 

theories and popular culture (FCS-524) in the second semester. A course on introduction to 

archaeology is designed to enrich the students with the principles and practices for the study of 

prehistoric human culture and archaeology (FCS-525). The course on research methodology (FCS-

526) is offered to enable the students to equip with the theories and methodologies of social science 

research. 

The courses for the third semester are on the South Asian folklore (FCS-531) and folklore of 

Nepal-1(FCS-534) to enlighten the students with the regional and local folklore. This course is 

introduced to make the students aware of the commonalities and diversities of the folklore of the 

South Asian region. Students will also do folklore fieldwork and go with the process of 

documentation (FCS-533). This course helps the students to prepare for fieldwork, use the tools to 

collect materials and analyze them with appropriate methods. A course on cultural studies (FCS-

532) is introduced to help the students understand the theory and enable them for practical work 

of analysis and to empower them with interdisciplinary approaches. There are three elective 

courses relevant for the students of folklore. The courses on ethno-botany (FCS-535), 

sociolinguistics and Nepalese languages (FCS-536) and folklore projects (FCS-537) are designed 

to enrich the students with related subjects. 

The elective course of folklore project (FCS-537) will be offered only to the selected students to 

enrich their skill and craftsmanship to develop them as a carrier of folk tradition. It is offered to 

expand one of the traditional skills in him/her such as storytelling, folk dances, folk music, folk 

arts, Maithili painting, Thanka and Paubha making, Khukuri making, paper works, gold and silver 

works, bamboo works, textile, etc. 

In the fourth semester a brief course in the history of Nepal is offered (FCS-541). It contains oral, 

social and political history of Nepal with special reference to Karnali zone. The course on 

traditional knowledge (FCS-542) is designed to cover the knowledge and wisdom of indigenous 

people not included in other courses. 

Conservation of intangible cultural heritage is one of the major concerns of the time which is 

recommended by UNESCO in 2003. As bio-diversity and cultural diversity are closely related, the 

folklorists and students of intangible cultural heritage should be aware of the relation of nature and 

culture. The course on natural and cultural heritage conservation (FCS-543) is meant to broaden 

the knowledge and skills for heritage management. 

Nepalese folklore-2 (FCS-544) is prepared to do a survey and discuss on major aspects of Nepalese 

folklore of Western Nepal (Province 4, 5, 6, 7). A reading list of selected works on Nepalese 

folklore will be provided for critical reading, discussion and writing. The course on folklore and 



cultural tourism (FCS-545) will provide opportunities to the students to apply their knowledge and 

skills in the field of tourism.  

Dissertation (FCS-546) is compulsory and should be completed under a supervisor within the time 

allowed by the Department. 

 

4. Admission requirements 

A bachelor in any subject of humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, education, law and 

management from any recognized institution by Midwestern University is eligible for admission 

in the MA course in Folklore and Cultural Studies. All the students are required to sit in the 

entrance examination and the selected students will be admitted for regular courses.  

 

5. Evaluation and Grading Point System 

The grading point (GP) system for evaluation will be as follows: 

Grade GPA Percentage Rank  

A+ GP-4.0 85% and above Outstanding  

A GP-3.7 75-84.9% Excellent  

B+ GP-3.3 70-74.9% Very good 

B GP-3.0 65-69.9% Good 

B- GP-2.7 60-64.9% Satisfactory 

C GP-2.0 50-59.9% Pass 

F GP-0.0 50-below Fail  

 

6. Course requirements 

The courses for MA in folklore and cultural studies will be running under semester system. The 

students are advised to actively participate and attend the classes regularly. They should present 

book reports, reading assignment reports, essays and project reports in time allowed by the 

teachers. Course works will be  as follows: 

- Attendance and active participation 10% 

- Reading, writing and reporting 10% 

- Mid-term examination 20% 

- Final examination 60% 

(a) Attendance and active participation: Students are required to attend the classes regularly. 

A total of 80% attendance is compulsory for the semester final examination. If the student 

fails or attendance is less than 80%, s/he can attend the examination held in the next year.  

(b) Reading, writing and reporting: The students should read the materials assigned to them 

and report to the concerned teachers. This involves book reviews, summary writing, quizzes 

and reading questions and group presentations as well as different types of exercises expected 

for the courses. Teachers will keep records of the students of their class activities. 

(c) Mid-term exam/term paper: A mid-term exam will be held in order to evaluate the progress 

of the students when about half of the course is complete. A term paper of about 10 pages can 



also be an alternative if the course demands. But it should be submitted on the date fixed by 

the teacher.  

(d) Semester final examination: The semester final examination will be held on the dates fixed 

by the Department. Those who miss or fail in the semester final examination, they can appear 

in the examination held in the next year.  



Table 1: Course codes, course titles and credit hours 

Courses for MA in Folklore and Cultural Studies 

 Code Course title Credit 

hours 

Semester-I 

FCS-511 Introduction to Folklore 3 

FCS-512 Anthropological Approaches to Folklore and Culture 3 

FCS-513 Folklore Theories and Methodologies 3 

FCS-514 Oral Traditions 3 

FCS-515 Performing Arts 3 

FCS-516 Academic Writings 3 

Semester-II 

FCS-521 Folk Beliefs, Rituals and Customs 3 

FCS-522 Material Culture 3 

FCS-523 Communication, Language and Media 3 

FCS-524 Cultural Theories and Popular Culture 3 

FCS-525 Introduction to Archaeology 3 

FCS-526 Research Methodology 3 

Semester-III 

FCS-531 South Asian Folklore 3 

FCS-532 Cultural Studies: Theory and Practice 3 

FCS-533 Folklore Fieldwork and Documentation 3 

FCS-534 Folklore of Nepal-1 (East, Province 1, 2, 3) 3 

FCS-535* Ethno-botany 3 

FCS-536* Sociolinguistics and Nepalese Languages 3 

FCS-537* Folklore Project (Applied) 3 

Semester-IV 

FCS-541 History of Nepal: Oral, Social and Political 3 

FCS-542 Traditional Knowledge 3 

FCS- 543 Natural and Cultural Heritage Conservation 3 

FCS-544 Folklore of Nepal-2 (West, Province 4, 5, 6, 7) 3 

FCS-545 Folklore and Cultural Tourism 3 

FCS-546 Dissertation 6 

* These are elective courses 
 


